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  Dancing Dan's ChristmasDancing Dan's Christmas  Damon Runyon --- 1930  

 NOW, one time it comes on Christmas, and in fact it is the evening before 

Christmas, and I am in Good Time Charley Bernstein's little speakeasy in West 

Forty-seventh Street, wishing Charley a Merry Christmas and having a few hot Tom 

and Jerrys with him. 

 This hot Tom and Jerry is an old time drink that is once used by one and 

all in this country to celebrate Christmas with, and in fact it is once so popular that 

many people think Christmas is invented only to furnish an excuse for hot Tom 

and Jerry, although of course this is by no means true.  

 But anybody will tell you that there is nothing that brings out the true holi-

day spirit like hot Tom and Jerry, and I hear that since Tom and Jerry goes out of 

style in the United States, the holiday spirit is never quite the same.  

 The reason hot Tom and Jerry goes out of style is because it is necessary 

to use rum and one thing and another in making Tom and Jerry, and naturally 

when rum becomes illegal in this country Tom and Jerry is also against the law, because rum is something that is very 

hard to get around town these days.  

 For a while some people try making Tom and Jerry without putting rum in it, but somehow it never has the 

same old holiday spirit, so nearly everybody finally gives up in disgust, and this is not surprising, as making Tom and 

Jerry is by no means child's play. In fact, it takes quite an expert to make good Tom and Jerry, and in the days when it 

is not illegal, a good hot Tom and Jerry maker commands good wages and many friends.  

 Now of course Good Time Charley and I are not using rum in the Tom and Jerry we are making, as we do not 

wish to do anything illegal. What we are using is rye whisky that Good Time Charley gets on a doctor's prescription 

from a drug store, as we are personally drinking this hot Tom and Jerry and naturally we are not foolish enough to use 

any of Good Time Charley's own rye in it.  

 The prescription for the rye whisky comes from old Doc Moggs, who prescribes it for Good Time Charley's 

rheumatism in case Charley happens to get rheumatism, as Doc Moggs says there is nothing better for Go To P.3 


