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Model T’ing at Home

with the majority of us hiding in our basements, trying

10 avoid the dreadful and painful virus, | thought we would bring
you some of the Model T work that is still being done, although in
solitude. Tod Wirth has been working on one of the first Model T's
ever made. The car, although very good looking, is in rather poor
shape internally and the owner has asked Tod to “freshen” it up.
This car looks like maost 1909 Moadel T's, but the engine does not.
It is called a “Water Pump Engine”. Prior ta the more 'standang’
motor configuration, the water pump enging had a number of
different features, including a built in water pump. This article will
attempt to illustrate some of these interesting differences. As Tod
ventured into this project, the first tem was to research the car.
This car is number 1400 and the Ford production card is still available. Seeing this, it was noted that this engine had
the wrong carburetor attached. Amazingly, the prior owner found one and it came with the carl The Buffalo carburetors
are about as rare as hens teeth! Making some parts for it and restoring it to operating condition was one of Tod's first
tasks. This is probably the only Model T, that came with a Buffalo carb, that still exists. Some major differences can be
seen in these photos, besides the addition of the gear driven water pump, are the head design, the location of the water
inlet and outlet, the crankease breather/iller pipe and the crank mechanism. The water pump, shown {Go to Page 8)
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